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EXPLORING HILLS NEAR CHANTABUN AND KRAT. 

Bv A. Kerr, Haves (Kent, Englaxil) 

Kao Soi Dao (and Kao Nam Koi), 

In Uic last imiubor oJ: the Supplement Mr* J. J. Maebetli states 
tliafc local reports of difficulties have i'rustiated all attempts, iiicliuliiig 
my own, to explore Kao Soi Dao. This statement hardly accords 
with the facts* The mooiitain was visited in February 1882 by 
H. J. IMiirton, m Iio collected some plants there* Ijater survey parties 
visited the mountain and cleared the top* The evidence of this 
clearing can still be seen. In December 1924 I myself spent some 
days Oil it and found no difficulty either in getting to the base or in 
reaching tlic top of Soi Dao, and. also of a close-by peak called Kao. 
Nam Kio. Some account of this trip will be found in ^Tiie Record/ 
No* 19, 1926. Tlie base of tlie mountain is, or was, not difficult of 
access, for it lies not far from the old main track from Chantabun to 
Pail in* On this account it is (juite likely that the mountain has had 
other visitors, who have left no record of their visit* Near its base 
is a Chawng village, Han Tap Sai, wliere I found tbe beadman and 
inbabitants most kindly and lielpful* The village has a compara¬ 
tively large, well-built wat, where one can stay in comfort* 

Hie mountain has its guardian spirit, which the Chawng do 
not regard as particularly malevolent, provided it is treated with 
proper respect The real malignant spirit of this, as so many other 
places in Thailand, is malaria. 

Kao Soi Dao is probably not very good ground for the 
zoological collector. All tbe lower slopes, at least on the east side, 
are covered ^vith thick secondary growth of coarse grasses and tlie 
eupatorLum weed. An evergreen forest begins beyond this and con¬ 
tinues unbroken to tlie top* It is in this evergreen that plantations of 
c^irdamoms are made, for whicli purpose only tlie undergrowth is 
cleared, tlie trees being left standing* 

Mills, East of Krat, 

Mr. Macbeth’s note about tlie extension of Malayan butter¬ 
flies to Kao Sabap is interesting, and is supported by the evidence 
of the flora, the Malayan element of which extends much fui'ther 
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norfcli on the ea^t than on the west siiclo of tlie Gulh To get further 
evidence on this point I would suggest a visit to the nmgo of hills 
lying to the east of Kratj on the Thailand-Camboclia hoiiudaiy. These 
In)Is though only reaching about the lieight of Kao Sabap, are of a 
did erent hora, . There are some delightful eaiupiug places in these 
lulls. I have particularly in in hid one spot, a patch of savannah by 
a rocky stream whicli Hows throiigli an extensive plateau at about 
2,000 feet 

To reach tliis place one strikcvS eastward from Krat, reacliing 
in a day's luarcli the village of Ta Turn (PJifljj), where a guide to the 
liilLs may be obtained. From Ta Turn another day's march brings 
one to the foot of the hills, at a spot known as Tup Mamiiaiig, from 
wliicli the plateau can be reached in three or four hours. If higher 
altitudes are desired, another day and a half will take one to Kau 
Knap (mniu)? a peak of about 3,500 feet. 


